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Greetings from Our Administration 
Lori Masterson, Principal 

Lisa Larkin, Assistant Principal 

       

  Surfside Elementary School Panther Paws 

          February 7, 2020 

Dear Surfside Families, 

Welcome to February!  Another busy month is ahead of us!  

It is with mixed emotions that I share with you that Ms. Pam Carlo, our amazing School Secretary, is 
retiring on March 10th.  It has been my honor to work with her for the past seven years and we all will 
miss her greatly!  She is looking forward to living closer to her daughter, son, and grandchildren.  She 
will be missed! 

Next week is Spirit Week!  Gear up for the annual Color Run by wearing green on Monday, red on Tues-
day, blue on Wednesday and all white on Thursday.  Students can gather pledges and flat donations 
(from familiar faces) and then run/walk their laps on Thursday, February 13th.  Come out and cheer 
them on!  Thanks to Coach Lyons for coordinating this event! 

Surfside’s Volunteer Breakfast is Friday, February 21st at 8:15 in the cafeteria.  Please be on the look-
out for information about this year’s celebration!  We look forward to recognizing and thanking all of 
our awesome volunteers! 

Have a wonderful Valentine’s Day!  Please feel free to call, stop by or email me with any questions, con-
cerns or ideas! 

Sincerely, 
Lori Masterson 
Principal 

February       March  

13th—Color Run     3rd—STEAM Night 5:00-7:00PM 
13th—PTO Meeting 3:00PM   5th—School Advisory Council 
14th—3rd Grade Fancy Nancy   6th—Early Release 1:30PM 
14th—Early Release 1:30PM   10th—Math Night 4:00-6:00PM 
17th—IS a School Day (Make-Up   12th—Skate Night  
 Day for the Hurricane)   12th—PTO Meeting 3:00PM 
18th—Interims Posted    13th—Early Release 1:30PM 
20th—Skate Night    16th thru 20th Spring Break NO SCHOOL 
21st—Volunteer Breakfast   23rd—Teacher/Student Holiday NO SCHOOL 
21st—Early Release 1:30PM   27th—Report Cards 
28th—Spring Pictures    27th—Early Release 1:30PM 
28th—Early Release 1:30PM 

    Happy February from Kindergarten!  

We had a great time celebrating the 100th day and dressing as 100 year olds!  

This month will be busy filled with learning about Groundhog Day, dental health and 
our teeth, Valentine’s day and President’s Day! We also have our zoo field trip and 
the Color Run on the 13th! Each class needs a few volunteers to help with marking laps 
during the Color Run. If you can help, let your teacher know!  

We want to say thank you for all the volunteering, sending supplies and chaperoning 
field trips that you do and hope you will come to the Volunteer Appreciation break-
fast, Friday, February 21.  

One last reminder, February 17th is a hurricane make up day, we have school!  



  

 

 
 
 

                      First Grade 

We ended January by marking the 100th Day of School! Students did lots of fun writing and math 
activities all centered around one hundred. It was a great “kick off” for our unit on place value and 
comparing 2-digit numbers this month. 

Now, love and friendship are in the air as we get ready to celebrate Valentine’s Day. Classes will be 
making bags to hold their valentine cards. Candy hearts are a great way for students to learn how to 
measure with nonstandard units!  

Our Junior Achievement activities with Miss Borneman begin this month. She will be teaching the students 
about the world of work. Students will learn about needs, wants, goods and services. Then, to celebrate Dental 
Health Month, we will have a presentation provided by Beachside Smiles Pediatric Dentistry. We love it when 
community and classroom come together. Got a special talent or career? Let us know! We would love for you to 
come and speak! 

We will then spend the rest of the month reading biographies and learning about George Washington and Abra-
ham Lincoln.  

Remember the importance of reading nightly with your child and checking take home folders daily. We appreci-
ate all of your support. Thank you from the bottom of our HEARTS! 

 

Surfside Panthers: 
 
A huge thank you goes out to our fabulous PTO and parent volunteers that organized 
yet another fabulous Sweetheart Dance.  I was able to visit and see our young ladies in 
their beautiful attire enjoying their friends and their special companions.  Thank you to 
all for making these special memories happen for our kids.  It was certainly a magical 
evening! 

The district has confirmed our testing dates for our 3rd – 6th graders if you could 
please clear your calendars of doctor appointments or vacations during the testing win-
dow.  4th – 6th grade students will be taking their first session on April 1st for the writ-
ing portion of the English/Language Arts assessment.  Third grade will be taking their 
first Reading portion that same day and will continue with the second half of that test 
on the following day, April 2nd.    4th – 6th grades will take two days of reading testing on 
May 5th and 6th.  3rd – 6th grade students will take two days of math assessments on the 
mornings of May 11th and 12th.  5th grade only will participate in science testing the 
mornings of May 14th and 15th.   

Prompt arrival to school each day and regular attendance will greatly assist your 
child.  Our teachers are committed to ensuring quality instruction and work tirelessly 
for the success of each student.  As we embark on the second half of our school year 
we continue to prioritize each child’s needs and seek the help of the families in reach-
ing our goals.  Thank you all for coming out to parent conference night or making the 
effort to communicate with your child’s teacher.  Your involvement makes all the dif-
ference.  We are blessed to have your children in our classrooms.  Thank you so much 
for your continued dedication and support of our school’s efforts. 

I am going to miss a very special person who has greeted me every morning since I 
started working here nine and a half years ago, our secretary, Pam Carlo.  I am so happy 
for her as she celebrates her upcoming retirement and joins her family in the moun-
tains, yet I will certainly feel the loss of her presence in our front office.  She has 
been the consistent foundation of our office team and has taken the lead on so many 
facets of our day to day operations.  It will not be easy to replace her knowledge base, 
professionalism, and friendship.  Please help me in wishing her well as we send her off 
to her journey ahead.  We will all miss you, Pam. 

Lisa Larkin 
Assistant Principal  



 

      3rd Grade 

Third Grade is excited about our upcoming Annual Fancy Nancy Fashion Show.  Third graders 
will plan a fancy outfit to model on the runway at Surfside’s Cafeteria on Friday, Feb. 14th at 
8:30 AM.  At home, each student will type a descriptive paragraph about their outfit that will 
be read as they are modeling.  It is a great show, and we hope many parents will join us.   

We will also celebrate Valentine’s Day with a Valentine Box Contest (Boxes are to be made at 
home.  If you need supplies, please ask!) and a Make Your Own Sundae party.  Thank you in ad-
vance for all your support with this special day.   

Be on the lookout for information regarding our May 19th SeaWorld Trip.  Please remember 
that you must be a registered volunteer to join us.  It is a great trip and we encourage parents 
to chaperone.  If you are not registered and want to join us, do not delay!! 

We are working very hard to ensure that our 3rd graders will be ready for 4th grade.  Please 
continue to encourage your child to read 20 minutes at their Lexile level at least 4 nights a 
week.  It is essential that 3rd graders are fluent in basic math facts.   Please practice these 
nightly.   

We appreciate all you do at home to help make this an awesome year for your child!!   

 

   Second Grade 

February will be packed with activities including curriculum enriched with 
social studies.  

Junior Achievement will take place in each second grade classroom. 

Second grade will also celebrate President’s day in all classrooms with a study of many presi-
dents’ past and present.  

We look forward to Valentine’s Day and teachers will provide information about what activities 
will be taking place in their classrooms.  

Color Run is on Thursday February 13th from 9:40-10:20. 

Keep a look out for information for an upcoming Field Trip to Gatorland.  

Keep working with your child at home with regrouping and addition facts. We are “loving” math 
this month and hope you will too!  

February is a busy month for 4th grade!  

We will write, write, write to prepare for the Writing portion of the FSA.   

This is also a fun month in our grade level! We celebrate Valentine’s Day, fourth grade style, 
with a Friendship Breakfast of fruit salad and a waffle bar!  YUM!   

Our newest novel study, Number the Stars, is about Nazi-occupied Denmark during 
WWII.  This book is full of excitement and cliffhangers in every chapter.   

We are learning about rocks and minerals, as well as discovering all about St. Augustine, our 
Nation’s oldest city!  



          6th Grade 

In Math this month, we will continue our work on solving inequalities, followed by our unit in geometry 
which includes finding the area, volume, and surface area of figures.  The sixth graders are already 
busy completing their third unit on Khan Academy which is due on February 26.  

In Social Studies, we will are learning about Ancient China and getting ready to begin our third DBQ 
entitled Asoka:  Ruthless Conqueror or Enlightened Ruler?.  

In science, sixth graders are moving into new and challenging material this month.  We will finish our 
Earth Science unit, and begin our Life Science studies by studying cells and cell theory. 

We are currently reading Brian’s Winter, the alternative ending to the novel Hatchet, and continuing to 
explore informational text in reading.  Students are required to successfully earn 25 points in Reading 
Counts this nine weeks, which ends March 13th. Please have your child read at home! Just 15 minutes a 
day equals thousands of new words, connections, and ideas gained in a school year. 

            5th Grade 

In math we are done with multiplying and dividing fractions and moving on to the order of 
Operations! 

In science we just finished learning about the solar system. We are now learning about 
mixtures, solutions and compounds. 

We are finishing up our chapter book Blood on the River  in reading.  We will be writing 
our 2nd DBQ  this month.  We will read articles about Jamestown and then write to a 
prompt based on the articles.   

In Social Studies we will  be starting our unit  on the American Revolution & Birth of a 
New Nation. We are finishing up our class book on the American Revolution, “King 
George: What Was His Problem?”. We will also be finishing our unit on text structures. 
There will be a DBQ this month. We will read articles about Jamestown and then write to 
a prompt based on the articles. 

Congratulations to the following students for winning a bid to compete in  
Brevard’s Regional  

Elementary Science and Engineering Fair!   
    Gage Bauer   Charlotte Lee 
    Brayden Benowitz  Skylar Morrell 
    Averi Bourgoin  Evan Nace 
    Clay Byruns   Jacob Newman 
    Audrey Donaldson  Annika Schumacher 
    Alex Fleming   Reece VanMeter 
    Gunner Goodlick  Kian Wilson 
    Lucy Lacombe   Adrianna Wise 



          Art 

Congratulations to the following students in the South Area Art Show at the Melbourne Square Mall: 
second graders Alessandra Burdick, Zooey Myers, Harper Seal, fourth graders Shayna Caracelo, Hope 
Crofton, Michael Dubitsky, Lea Labbate, Emily Thomforde, fifth graders Lily Cavanaugh, Sage Rzeznik, 
sixth graders Alaina Antenucci, Nicholas Gamboa, Charlotte Lee, Skylar Morrell, Ava Sealey, and Brooke 
Sealey. The show, located in front of Dick’s Sporting Goods, displays 2D art from South Area elemen-
tary, middle and high schools until Saturday, February 8th.  

                Students are working on the following projects: 6th grade- gray value scale acrylic self-
portraits; 4th & 5th grade- “Love Bugs Not Drugs” poster contest; 3rd grade- graphing initials & Jim 
Dine-inspired mixed media hearts; 2nd grade- 3D paper alligators & 3D model magic bears; 1st grade- 
warm & cool neon watercolor resist patterned hearts; Kindergarten- Jasper Johns-inspired neon water-
color resist ABC poster & 3D model magic marbled and patterned hearts. 

Hello from the Media Center!   

It’s getting close to the time of the year where I have to start inventorying ALL of the books in the  
Media Center.  Please help your child find any missing or late books to be returned to the Media Center.  
  
Lots of fun things happening this month and next month. 
 
February 28 is Spring Picture Day.  DSP will be here to take spring pictures of your child or children.  It is by 
order only.  If you want spring pictures, please be on the lookout for the order forms.  They should be coming 
home in the next few weeks.  We will also be taking club pictures the same day.  If your child is in a club at 
Surfside she/he will be taking a club picture that day for the yearbook.  

Mark your calendars for March 3.  It is Surfside’s STEAM (Science Technology Engineering Arts and Math) 
Night.  I am teaching the students about Caine’s Arcade – a cardboard box arcade -  and asking them to build 
their own cardboard box arcade game to share at STEAM night.  Please feel free to check out the videos 
about Caine and his really cool arcade and the educational possibilities that have 
popped up since the onset of this short film. Http://cainesarcade.com 

Dates to Remember:   
February 20 – Skate Night 
February 28 – Spring and Club Pictures 

Green Team 
  
4-H Club has resumed and is meeting after schools on Mondays.  The club is working on preparing for the 4-H 
Fair and the Backyard BBQ, which are both in April. 
 
The plant sale at the BBQ is our biggest fund raiser to support our school gardens.  We happily accept donations 
of plants and garden items for the sale. 
 
Rent a Chick will begin March 9 at Surfside and April 11 at our 4-H Farm at Wickham Park.  You can sign up here 
- https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0849afab2fa75-rent1 
 
Baby chicks, turkeys, ducks and geese, as well as baby purebred Nubian goats, will be available for a rehoming 
adoption fee later this spring.  If you are interested please contact Mrs. Erika at 
maier.erika@brevardschools.org. 
 
GSP students attended an amazing Environmental Youth Leadership Summit in January at the Satellite Beach 
City Hall.  They participated in hands on activities, including water filtration and mangrove restoration, with 8 
community organizations.  City leaders Jodi Rozycki and Mindy Gibson answered student questions and the 
League of Woman Voters organized goodie bags and legislation information packets. 
 
Erika Maier 
Surfside Teacher, Gifted Student Program 

Http://cainesarcade.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0849afab2fa75-rent1
mailto:maier.erika@brevardschools.org


Music: 

We are studying instrument families in music class this month. 

Performance Information: 

Chorus students will be performing at the Volunteer Breakfast on February 21st. 

Chorus students will be singing the National Anthem at the Orlando Solar Bear Hockey Game on 
April 3rd.  If you would like to come to the game, you can purchase tickets at a reduced price by 
going to OrlandoSolarBearsHockey.com/surf.   

Surfside Backyard BBQ:  Grades K-3 and Chorus students will perform on April 18th at 11:00 am.  

Beginning and Intermediate Orchestra performance on May 1st.  We will be performing two times 
that day.  (8:40-9:20 a.m. and another show 9:40-10:20 a.m.)  

 

 Sue Sinander 
Music Teacher 
 

       PE: 

It’s the most COLORFUL time of the year!  Our 5th Annual Jog-a-Thon Color Run is Thursday, Feb-
ruary 13! 

 Color Run takes place on the field during Activity Time 

 Parents are needed to mark lap cards and cheer on the runners 

 Students wear a WHITE shirt and running shoes 

 All $ donations are due February 28 

Everyone who raises at least $10 gets a prize on March 6! 

Upcoming Races: 

Bear Bustle 3k Saturday, February 7 @ Brevard Zoo 

Run United and Running Club are CANCELED on the following dates: 
Thursday, February 13 
Thursday, February 20 
 

**Skate Night is Thursday, February 20 @ 6:00-8:00 p.m.** 

Coach Lyons 


